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Notice
This content is for informational purposes only and is not legal 
advice. Please consult with appropriate sources for legal authority 
and guidance on these matters.
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Background

• History.
• Role of the USPTO.
• Why invention matters.

Expansion

• What is a patent.
• Types of patents.
• Who can be an inventor.

Patent 
roadmap

• Patent application journey.

Outline
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• Intellectual property (IP) is deeply 
rooted in our nation’s history.  
– UU.S.. Constitutionn articlee 1,, sectionn 8,, clausee 8:: 

“The Congress shall have power … to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts, by 
securing for limited times to authors and 
inventors the exclusive right to their 
respective writings and discoveries … ”

Historical foundation 
of intellectual property
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Committed to:
• Fostering innovation and 

economic growth.
• Creating a reliable, 

predictable, and high-quality 
IP system.

The USPTO is America’s 
innovation agency
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Patents can:

• Promote innovation and help 
safeguard your inventions.

• Help companies grow.  

• Benefit the community by making 
new goods and services available.

• Provide personal growth, development, 
and advancement.

Why invention matters/
what this means to you



What is a patent?

The right to exclude others from:
– making, using, selling, offering for sale, 

or importing the claimed invention.

• Limited term.
• Territorial: A U.S. patent provides protection only in the 

United States.
– No worldwide patents.
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• Any person who contributes to 
the conception of an invention.
– Alone, or in combination 

with others.

Who can be an
inventor on a patent?
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The patent application roadmap 

Back and forth
with the USPTO
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Prior art includes: patents, printed 
publications, and other disclosures that 
were available to the public before your 
effective filing date; or U.S. patents and 
published patent applications effectively 
filed before your effective filing date.

What is prior art?

*Note: More detailed guidance on what can and cannot be considered prior art can be found in 
the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) sections 2120-2129 and 2152-2154 -
https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/mpep-2100.html.
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35 U.S.C. 101

composition of mattermanufacture

machine process

What is eligible for utility patent protection?
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35 U.S.C. § 112

A patent is a quid pro quo:
• In exchange for: 
– The right to exclude others from making, 

using, importing, or selling your invention 
for a limited time period. 

• You must fully disclose your invention so the 
public can benefit from it and expand on it. 

What do I need to disclose?
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35 U.S.C. § 112 (a)

Does the disclosure: 
• Demonstrate that the inventor was in possession 

of the claimed invention? 
• Teach one of ordinary skill to make and use the 

invention without undue experimentation? 
• Describe the best mode contemplated for 

carrying out the invention by the inventor? 

What do I need to disclose? 
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Specification sections
• Abstract
• Title of the Invention
• Common sections relating to disclosure
– Background 
– Brief summary of the invention
– Brief description of the drawings (list of all figures by 

number with brief statement of what the figure depicts)
– Detailed description of the invention

• Claims
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