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• PE2E Search is next gen system that patent examiners will use to conduct prior art search
• PE2E Search includes minimum necessary functional parity to legacy EAST and WEST systems, in 

addition to parity plus features.

What

• PE2E Search is actively being rolled out to patent examiners
• Incorporated foreign patent office repositories to all users of Search (FR, WIPO, CN) – 22M 

documents

Current status

• Continue rollout of PE2E Search to patent examiners
• Complete foreign data ingest for IP5 countries and begin PCT minimum countries

Next steps

• Incorporation of  foreign data into PE2E Search increases examiner’s efficiency to search foreign 
prior art 

Why

PE2E search phased release update



• Patent Center is the next gen system that replaces EFS-Web and PAIR for filing and managing patent 
applications.

• Patent Center beta allows applicants to submit and manage real applications.

What

Patent Center beta release update



• External stakeholders who would like to assist the USPTO in developing Patent Center.

Who

• Beta was released in April 2020 to everyone in the public.
• Will last until Patent Center is in full production, when it has all functionality from EFS-Web and PAIR.

When

• Patent Center beta allows applicants to utilize newly developed functionality, and provide feedback to the 
eCommerce Modernization (eMod) team for further improvements.

Why

Patent Center beta release update



• For AIA: PTAB End-to-End System is used by (i) parties to file papers and conduct AIA business with PTAB; (ii) 
PTAB paralegals and administrators to perform case management; and (iii) judges to view dockets and case 
papers.

• For ex parte appeals: PTAB Center is used by (i) PTAB paralegals and administrators to perform case 
management; and (ii) judges to view dockets and case papers. 

What systems exist today

PTAB system update



• To manage PTAB’s operational risks and to address fast-paced policy and legal changes.
• To provide accurate information about PTAB and its overall role in the patent system.

Why

• For ex parte appeals: PTAB Center is used by (i) PTAB paralegals and administrators to perform case management; and 
(ii) judges to view dockets and case papers. 

• In 2019, PTAB Center replaced a prior system for ex parte appeals. 
• PTAB Center is intended to be an integrated system to manage both appeals and AIA cases.
• Thus, we need migration of AIA functions/data (currently in PTAB End-to-End) to PTAB Center.
• At the moment, critical PTAB operational and outcome data are collected and stored in multiple locations.

Current status

• Consolidate AIA functions/data into PTAB Center.
• Expand PTAB Center to provide a robust centralized data source.

Next steps

PTAB system update
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• Data Center relocation and modernization to facilitate automation, DevSecOps, and greater 
throughput and performance for the primary and alternate processing sites

What

• Fully capable mission critical applications operational in the alternate processing site
• Consolidated infrastructure into a reduced and efficient data center - 60% reduction in footprint 
• Ability to quickly provision and reduce assets in both data centers and cloud environment
• Build a resilient application architecture with containerized solutions

Why

• Evaluating proposals for primary and alternate sites with award expected in August 2020

Current Status

• Assessment of sites, finalization of relocation schedules, and migration planning
• Execution of relocation plans and successful migration to primary and alternate sites in 2021 

Next steps

Alternate processing site update



Questions and comments
• Jamie Holcombe, Chief Information Officer

– jamie.holcombe@uspto.gov

• Deborah Stephens, Deputy Chief Information Officer
– deborah.stephens@uspto.gov

• William Stryjewski, Patents Product Line Lead
– william.stryjewski@uspto.gov

• Raman Sarna, Patents Product Line Manager
– raman.sarna@uspto.gov

• (571) 272-9400, OCIO

• (571) 272-5450, Office of Patent Information Management (OPIM)
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