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DOCX Benefits

• Secure: automatic metadata detection and scrubbing (e.g. author, 
company, last modified by, comments, bookmarks)

• Generates a feedback document pre-submission where warnings and 
errors are pinpointed in a copy of the uploaded document in real 
time

• Enhances quality of examination and initial processing time with 
content-based validations pre-submission

– Abstract word count, improper multiple claim dependency, independent and 
dependent claim count, duplicate or missing claim number detection, 
specification paragraph numbering detection

• A copy of both the generated PDF and DOCX documents are 
available for download before and after completing a submission to 
the USPTO
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DOCX Benefits

• Detects and splits specification, claims, abstract found in a single file 
(i.e., multi-section document) in Patent Center

• Automated document code assignments saves initial processing time

• Requirement to convert DOCX into PDF for filing is eliminated

• Safe and stable for creating, authoring, and processing IP documents

• DOCX documents can be created in a variety of programs, 
including Microsoft Word 2007 or higher, Google Docs, Office 
Online, LibreOffice, and Pages for Mac.

• Additional fonts are now acceptable with DOCX

– Filing in DOCX eliminates the non-embedded font error, the most common error in 
uploading a PDF

– A list of currently acceptable fonts are listed on the USPTO DOCX website, and we are 
adding more all the time
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/docx
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•Features unified and intuitive interface for filing and managing patent applications

•Single search bar for retrieving applications 

Single interface

•Sponsorships carry over from EFS-Web and PAIR to Patent Center

•Updated infrastructure allows for more efficient USPTO system integration

•Enables increased functionality and overall system usefulness

Recent technology

•Uses the same USPTO.gov account that is used to access EFS-Web and Private PAIR

•Role-based access

•Practitioner

•Support Staff

•Independent Inventor

•Guest

Authentication

Replaces legacy patent application systems (EFS-Web, Public PAIR, Private 
PAIR) for filing and managing patent applications

Patent Center overview



Patent Center and DOCX demo



Questions and comments

• Jamie Holcombe, Chief Information Officer

– jamie.holcombe@uspto.gov

• Rick Seidel, Deputy Commissioner, Patents

– richard.seidel@uspto.gov

• Deborah Stephens, Deputy Chief Information Officer

– deborah.stephens@uspto.gov

• Matt Such, Group Director, TC 2800

– matthew.such@uspto.gov

• (571) 272-9400, OCIO

• (571) 272-5450, Office of Patent Information Management (OPIM)
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