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To help you along your business journey



The SBA works to ignite change and spark action
so small businesses can confidently
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START • GROW • EXPAND • RECOVER



Business Life Cycle
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How SBA Helps Small Businesses Succeed

• Capital Access: Debt/Equity/Grant Financing & 
Bonding Guarantees 

• Contracting (Procurement) Opportunities: with 
Federal Agencies

• Counseling and Training: NO (or Low) Cost

• Disaster Recovery Assistance: Programs & Resources
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The 3 Cs & 1 D Framework



SBA Help for Small Businesses 

• Capital Access:
sba.gov/funding-programs

SBA.gov/lendermatch
• Contracting (Procurement) Opportunities:

sba.gov/federal-contracting

• Counseling and Training: 
sba.gov/sba-learning-platform

sba.gov/business-guide
sba.gov/local-assistance
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Additional Resources

http://www.sba.gov/funding-programs
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide


Capital  Access

Options to get your business funded

Debt/Equity/Grant Financing & Bonding 
Guarantees



Capital Access:
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https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs


Loans
DEBT FINANCING



Lender Match
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Find an SBA-approved lender that’s right for you by visiting 

SBA.gov/lendermatch



Determine Your Creditworthiness
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Your local SBA District Office or SBA Resource Partners can 
work with you to determine your creditworthiness using the 
5 Cs Model:



Investment Capital
EQUITY FINANCING



Small Business Investment Co. (SBIC)
What do they do?
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https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/investment-capital
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Grants
FUNDING IN EXCHANGE FOR PERFORMANCE



https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/grants
Loved but Limited
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Fund Innovations with the SBIR-STTR Program
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Learn more and determine if SBIR-STTR is right for you at
SBIR.gov

If you are a technology-focused small business looking to fund 
research and development or prototyping operations, you may 
qualify for federal grants from 11 federal agencies participating in 
the SBIR-STTR program.

Key areas for funding include:

• Artificial intelligence
• Nanomaterials
• Clean energy
• Water filtration
• Education technology
• Wearable technology



Surety Bonds
SPECIALIZED INSURANCE



https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/surety-bonds

19



How the SBA Surety Bond Program works
The SBA guarantees surety bonds
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Contracting 
(Procurement) 
Opportunities

Thru Small Business Set Asides

With Federal Agencies



Contracting (Procurement) Opportunities: with Federal 
Agencies
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https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting

https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting


Contracting (Procurement) Opportunities: with Federal 
Agencies

• Federal Small Business Contracting Goals: 23% Across Various Agencies

• Small Business Certifications for Federal Set Asides –

• Small Disadvantaged Business ( includes firms in 8a program) – 5%

• Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB) – 5%

• Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) – 3%

• HUBZone – 3%
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certify.SBA.gov

~ $500 Billion



Counseling & 
Training

Educational and Support Services

At NO (or Low) Cost



Online Learning
Programs



Learning Platform
https://www.sba.gov/sba-learning-platform
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Learning Center
https://learn.sba.gov/dashboard?topic=Launch+your+business
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SBA Business-Guide
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide
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https://www.sba.gov/business-guide


Human Counseling
Resource Partners



Counseling and Training: NO (or Low) Cost
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SBA Resource Partners



SBA Extended Partners
Collaborate with SBA Field Offices, but not usually funded by SBA 



Counseling and Training: NO (or Low) Cost
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www.sba.gov/local-assistance



Local Assistance Finder

Enables you to find and connect with SBA Resource and Community Partners



Disaster Recovery 
Assistance

For Established Small Businesses

Programs and Resources



Disaster Assistance
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
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https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance


Disaster Recovery Assistance:

SBA provides low-interest, long-term loans directly to help small 
businesses, homeowners, and renters in Disaster-Declared Areas. 

Loans may cover:
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Low-Interest Loans from SBA

Real 
Estate

Personal 
Property

Economic 
Injury

Machinery & 
Equipment

Inventory Active Duty 
Military



Recovery Hub
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-

assistance/recovery-hub
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https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance/recovery-hub


Scope of Our (Field) 
Office

For Small Businesses in the Greater Washington, D.C. region

Washington Metro Area District Office (WMADO)



U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 
Services Offered Nationwide
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Washington Metropolitan
Area District Office 

(WMADO)
Located in Region 3

• Small Business Act of
1953

• To help small businesses
start, grow, expand and
recover

• 10 Regions
• 68 District Offices
• Services in all 50 states,

plus Puerto Rico, U.S.
Virgin Islands and Guam



Washington Metropolitan Area District Office 
(WMADO)
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• District of Columbia
• Montgomery County, MD
• Prince George’s County, MD
• Fairfax County, VA
• Loudoun County, VA
• Arlington County, VA
• Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, and

Falls Church, VA



Feedback & 
Questions?

Nirav “Nick” Rajpara
Economic Development Specialist

(202) 713-8383| Nirav.Rajpara@sba.gov
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