
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

   
     
   
     
   
   

   

   
 

   

     
 
 
   
   

     
   
   

 
     
   
   

     

 
   

     
   

     
   
   

   

   
   

 

 
 

 
   

 

 

     
   
   

   
   
   
     
   

   
   

   
   
   
   

 
 

   
   

 
   

 

     
       
     
 

 
   

 

 

   
   

   

   
   

     
 
   
 

     

   
 

   
   
     
     
     

 
 

 
   
   

   
   
   

     
     

 

   
   

   
     
   

     
   

 
   

   
   

 
 

     

 
 

     
   
 

   
 
   

     
 

 
   

   
 

     
 

   
 

   
 
   
   
 

 
     

 
   

   

 
     
 

     
   

   
   

 
     
 

     

 
 

 
   

 
   
     

   

 
   

     
       
   

   
 

 
   

     
   

   
   

 
     

 
     
   
   
   

   

   
   

   

     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mr. Azzam Khan
 
Deputty Chief of Staf f
 
Unitedd States Patentt and Trademaark Office
 
Mail SStop Office of UUndersecretaryy and Director
 
PO Boox 1450
 
Alexanndria, VA 2231 3‐1450
 

RE: PTTO‐C‐2011‐00666; Nationwidee Workforce Prrogram
 
Dear MMr. Khan:
 

WEST:: Advancing W omen in the B usiness of Scieence and Technnology, locatedd in Cambridgee, 
Massaachusetts encoourages the Un ited States Pattent and Tradeemark Office (UUSPTO) to estaablish a satellitee 
office in the Massac husetts area. 

Launched in 2000, WWEST provides a forum for woomen in sciencce and technol ogy industries to network 
and shhare informatioon about careeer advancemennt and skill devvelopment. Un iquely tied to tthis highly 
educa ted, influentia l community, tthe WEST lead ership has longg provided a suupportive envi ronment for 
mid‐caareer women i n these vital seectors, allowinng them a uniq ue opportunityy to acquire thhe skills 
necesssary to becomee business leadders in their fieelds. 

WEST offers a rich a nd thriving commmunity that pprovides suppoort, guidance, and professionnal 
develoopment for proofessionals in sscience, engineeering and techhnology industtries. Memberss can leverage a 
broad array of worksshops and pan els that includ e advice regar rding career addvancement, a lternate caree rs 
optionns, professionaal skill building,, and exposuree to entrepreneeurial thinking . Calibrated to arm our 
membbers with the s kills they need in today’s commpetitive, face e‐paced work eenvironment, t he WEST 
organiization works ttirelessly to briing the most u p‐to‐date inforrmation to thee group. Througgh education, 
mentoorship, and enggaged networkking, we strive to serve our d iverse commu nity so our meembers can 
achievve their full pottential. 

WEST encourages w omen to deve lop entrepreneeurial managemment thinking,, educated riskk taking,
 
creativve problem so lving, and insp irational, suppportive leaders hip for their
 
teamss/organizationss/businesses. WWEST member s work at bioteechnology, phaarmaceutical, aand IT
 
compaanies as well ass in organizatioons that suppoort and collaboorate with thesse industries suuch as
 
professsional service firms, financiaal institutions, aand non‐profitt groups.
 

WEST is an example of the culture of science andd engineering eeducation thatt is prominent in New 
Englannd. Moreover, I can attest to the science annd engineeringg talent that caan be found in Massachusettss, 
and wwould gladly woork with the USSPTO in placingg enthusiastic aand committedd scientists andd engineers in 
patentt examiner possitions. 

In con clusion, WEST would welcomme a regional ooffice of the USSPTO into the l ocal science a nd engineeringg 
commmunity, as woul d our extensivve network of eeducational an d business suppporters. 

Respectfully submittted, 

Ilene FFischer
 
WEST Executive Direector
 

485 Massachuseetts Avenuue, Suite 3000, Cambriidge, MA 002139 (8577) 998-40400 


